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From the Director

Welcome to the 2022-2023 season of the Alpharetta Youth Symphony Orchestra! I’m looking forward
to making this season all about exploration. Together, let’s explore where our imaginations can take
us. Let’s explore what we can achieve artistically. Let’s explore the boundaries of our musical
capabilities. Let’s explore what teamwork can produce when everyone is trying their best. And while
we’re doing all of this exploring, let’s have fun and build some solid friendships. This is what being a
part of a musical group is about – I know this because I have been playing music for over forty years
and some of my best memories are ones of being in groups just like this one. So, get ready to build
some memories during our season of exploration!

Cheers!

Kim Stocksdale

Musical Director/Conductor AlphaYouthSO

Important Contact Information
Education Director: Barbaraann Bongiovanni
Email: alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org
Phone: (678) 622-6182
Webpage: www.alpharettasymphony.com/youthso
Absences: AlphaYouthSO Absence Form

Forms

Please fill out the following forms prior to the first rehearsal.  If you would like a paper copy of them,
please contact the Education Director.

Membership Agreement Form AlphaYouthSO Release Form

AlphaYouthSO Policy Agreement Form Peak Music Stand Order

AlphaYouthSO Medical Release & Waiver AlphaYouthSO 2022-2023 Absence Form

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org

http://www.alpharettasymphony.com/youthso
https://forms.gle/GoBx6jJCuL4qrVQ97
https://forms.gle/WPoDkZjx42UfQYQd9
https://forms.gle/EeCr4Keu2D21zC9U7
https://forms.gle/XfvRUTMCjf26pvgz8
https://forms.gle/zabcZmjsHLZmBWqPA
https://forms.gle/miqtNV8PyekbKxT58
https://forms.gle/GoBx6jJCuL4qrVQ97
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Information about the AlphaYouthSO

The AlphaYouthSO is organized under the Alpharetta Symphony Orchestra for the purpose of
bringing live performances of classical and popular music to the residents of Alpharetta, and the north
suburban and metro Atlanta areas. The AlphaYouthSO is a branch under the AlphaSO, which is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

The AlphaYouthSO seeks to provide students with a fun and musical experience in a full orchestra
setting. Thank you for being a part of our history as we continue to make music together.

Administration

Dr. Grant Gilman, Musical Director/Conductor of Alpharetta Symphony Orchestra

Kim Stocksdale, Musical Director/Conductor of AlphaYouthSO

Barbaraann Bongiovanni, Educational Director

Kelly Meholic, Executive Director Alpharetta Symphony

Alpharetta Symphony Board

Susan Hanna, President Gene Andrews, Director

Avishay Ben Zvi, Vice President Michael Faire, Director

Charles Nelson, Treasurer Paul Fletcher, Director

Leesha Jones, Secretary Olivia Johnson, Director

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org
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Policies

Audition

All students must audition for a seat in the orchestra. Students auditioning prior to the start of the
season will be given priority in chair placement for the first concert cycle. Students who wish to join
after the first rehearsal can schedule an audition with the Education Director. Rolling auditions will be
held throughout the season until there are no more open seats.

Rehearsals

● Rehearsals are Sunday afternoons from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM at Preston Ridge Community
Center, 3655 Preston Ridge Road Suite 100. Alpharetta, GA 30005

● Plan to arrive about 15 minutes prior to the start of each rehearsal.
● Parents should plan to stay for the first 30 minutes of the first rehearsal of the season for an

informational meeting.

Concert 1 Concert 2 Concert 3 Concert 4

Aug 21 - Rehearsal 1

Aug 28 - Rehearsal 2

Sept 11 - Rehearsal 3

Sept 18 - Rehearsal 4

Sept 25 - Rehearsal 5

Oct 2 - Rehearsal 6

Oct 9 - Rehearsal 7

Oct 23 - Rehearsal 1

Oct 30 - Rehearsal 2

Nov 6 - Rehearsal 3

Nov 13 - Rehearsal 4

Nov 20 - Rehearsal 5

Dec 4 - Rehearsal 6

Jan 8 - Rehearsal 1

Jan 15 - Rehearsal 2

Jan 22 - Rehearsal 3

Jan 29 - Rehearsal 4

Feb 5 - Rehearsal 5

Feb 12 - Rehearsal 6

Feb 19 - Rehearsal 7

Feb 26 - Rehearsal 8

Mar 12 - Rehearsal 1

Mar 19 - Rehearsal 2

Mar 26 - Rehearsal 3

April 2 - Rehearsal 4

April 16 - Rehearsal 5

April 23 - Rehearsal 6

April 30 - Rehearsal 7

May 7 - Rehearsal 8

October 16
Concert

December 11
Concert

March 5
Concert

May 14
Concert

*Please be aware that this calendar is subject to change. You will be contacted via email if a
rehearsal or concert date is changed.

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org
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Concerts

Concert attire is all black unless otherwise stated. Students are encouraged to wear their concert
attire prior to arriving to call time.

Boys: black suit, black shirt, black socks, black dress shoes; or black shirt with collar and
sleeves, black slacks (no jeans or cargo pants), black socks, black shoes

Girls: full length black dress with 3⁄4 sleeves or longer (no short sleeves), black socks or
stockings, black dress shoes; or full-length black skirts or black slacks (no jeans or leggings),
black tops with 3⁄4 sleeves or longer (no short sleeves), black shoes, black socks, black panty
hose

Call times will be announced 2 to 3 weeks prior to the concert date. Concert tickets will be available
for advance purchase at www.alpharettasymphony.org. Tickets are $6, unless otherwise stated.

Attendance

It is essential that all members of the ensemble attend, and be on time, for each rehearsal and
concert. Students will sign in at each rehearsal and concert and the Education Director will track
student attendance. A maximum of 2 absences are allowed per concert cycle to perform in that
cycle’s concert. Please communicate any absences in advance using the AlphaYouthSO Absence
Form. For an absence with less than 48 hours’ notice, please also contact the Education Director via
email and/or phone. Unexcused absences are not permitted.

Examples of excused absences include but are not limited to: student illness, school trip, sport event
that student is participating in, serious emergency. Examples of unexcused absences include but are
not limited to: friend’s birthday party, family dinner, “I forgot”. If you have any questions, please
contact the Education Director.

Excessive tardiness and leaving rehearsal early will not be tolerated. If arriving late or leaving early is
unavoidable, this must be conveyed to the Education Director as early as soon as possible.

3 tardies/early departures = 1 unexcused absence.

An unexcused absence or more than 2 excused absences can forfeit your place in the cycle concert
or your chair placement in the orchestra, at the discretion of the Music Director.

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org

https://www.alpharettasymphony.org/
https://forms.gle/GoBx6jJCuL4qrVQ97
https://forms.gle/GoBx6jJCuL4qrVQ97
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Rehearsal Preparedness

Arriving punctually and well-prepared to rehearsals will help the entire ensemble succeed. General
guidelines are as follows:

● Instrument: This includes bow, mouthpiece, working reeds, sticks and mallets, valve oil, extra
strings – anything that you need to ensure that you will be able to play.

● Music: Do not rely on your stand partner or section mates. If you lose or forget your music, we
cannot guarantee a replacement part will be available for that rehearsal.

● Music Stand: Stands should be black, non-wired, and heavy duty. An example is Peak
FOLDABLE Music Stand (to purchase, please sign up here).  Please make sure that the stand
that you have does meet the requirement that the full size music fits on it.

● Pencil: Bring one and use it frequently. Nothing is more frustrating for conductors or your
fellow musicians than reiterating the same rehearsal points every week.

● Accessories: May include rosin, shoulder rest, extra string, rock stop, working reeds, valve oil,
mutes, etc.

● Water: A closed container (no straws or open tops) of room temperature (no ice due to
condensation) water is permitted in rehearsals. No other liquids or foods of any kind are
permitted in the rehearsal halls.

● Please be fragrance free for rehearsals and concerts.
● In addition to rehearsal attendance, it is important for students to practice on their own

between rehearsals. Students will receive weekly emails from the Conductor with notes on
what each section should practice and focus on before the next rehearsal.

ALL STUDENTS MUST BRING THEIR OWN MUSIC STAND TO
EVERY REHEARSAL AND CONCERT.

Music

All music will be available online and it is the responsibility of the student to print their music
and bring it to each rehearsal/concert. Music is available for download and print at the following
DropBox link: AlphaYouthSO Music Library.

ALL MUSIC IS COPYRIGHTED AND FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. At the end of the
cycle, members are also responsible for destroying/discarding the music. Please do not print multiple
copies, do not share with anyone outside of our orchestra, and do not keep the music past the end of
the cycle.

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org

https://forms.gle/ukshMt2DoeUq9wxV9
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bmlwuoriwkxg0of/AABrBZg8Y-8f5oE-nmaFHFqFa?dl=0
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Conduct

Students and parents are required to read the Member Handbook, sign the Membership Agreement
Form, and sign the Policies & Release Form.

All students must treat each other with respect and always maintain a professional attitude and
positive environment. Cell phones must be muted and not answered during rehearsals and concerts.
Tuning apps are allowed at the start of rehearsal as well as after a break. Otherwise, cell phones
must be put away in a personal bag or instrument case for the duration of the rehearsal or concert.
On concert days, cell phones are not allowed on stage. Students can use their tuning apps before
going on stage. The 1st offense will get a warning. A second offense will be an unexcused absence.
The 3rd offense will result in dismissal from the program without refund.

AlphaYouthSO maintains a zero-tolerance policy on bullying or harassment of any kind. Students
found bullying or harassing other students are subject to interview and possible expulsion from
AlphaYouthSO without refund.

Substance abuse of any kind is prohibited. This includes cigarettes, vaping, drinking, and all legal and
illegal drugs. If you are found in possession of a prohibited substance, you will be asked to leave the
group immediately and removed from the member roster. Over the counter and prescribed
medications should be taken prior to rehearsals and concerts. (Inhalers, epi-pens, etc. are allowed
and must be self-administered.)

Weapon possession is prohibited. This includes firearms, knives, and other destructive devices. If you
are found in possession of a weapon, you will be asked to leave the group immediately and removed
from the member roster.

Optional Community Service

During the season, AlphaYouthSO members will be presented with multiple opportunities to engage in
community service projects, all of which are completely optional. Types of service projects may
include: large group service projects organized by AlphaYouthSO/AlphaSO staff or parent volunteers,
hospice/retirement community and other independent performance opportunities, volunteer
committees, and donations/fund raising of all kinds.  The Education Director will sign all documented
service hours worked for both community and curricular societies and programs.

Annual Dues

Membership in AlphaYouthSO is for the entire season, from acceptance through the final concert.
Musicians are expected to remain active and committed for the entire season. Tuition is $275 for 1st

semester (Aug-Nov/Dec and Jan -May) or $500 for the full season.

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org
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Payment

Tuition is due within 10 days of acceptance to secure a spot in the assigned ensemble.

Tuition payments should be made before the first rehearsal of each cycle via the online payment
button on the website found at Alpharetta Youth Symphony Orchestra.

Tuition Refunds

Students unable to continue participating due to policy violation are not eligible for a refund at any
point in the season.  There will be no refunds once a parent pays for their tuition.

Covid-19 (for in-person rehearsals and concerts)

AlphaYouthSO will be following the guidelines of the Fulton County School System. When masks are
used, students may take their mask off ONLY when seated in their chairs.

If a student or a member of the student’s family experiences Covid-19 symptoms, is in contact with
someone who tests positive for Covid-19, and/or personally tests positive for Covid-19, please
contact the Education Director immediately and provide the following information: onset date of
symptoms, list of symptoms, suspected time frame of exposure, and/or test date.

This information will then be relayed to our members and families (anonymously, of course). In
person rehearsals may stop until further notice.

(678) 622-6182

alphayouthso@alpharettasymphony.org

https://www.alpharettasymphony.org/youthso

